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For _m Arisonian,
The C.ty of Hermasillo.

The city of Harmasillo, par excallence the
eity and at present the capital of the Mexican
Stato uf Sonora, is sitanted on the right bank of
the so-called Rio del Sonora, about 45 miles
from where that stream i3 lost in sands and
swampi. The nearest point to the Gulf of Cal-
iforain is west, close to Tiburon island, distant
about 80 miles.  Along the shores in this di-
rection none bat the Ceres and Tiburon Indi-
and ar: ensounterad. Southerly, about 100
mil=s distant, is the seaport of Guaymas, which
is eazaestel by o semi-wackly line of stages.
Tha fare on this line is 6,00, and the time occu-
pied from 21 to 35 hours, according to the
spaed with which passengers wish to travel.

Hormwille eontaing ahont 10,090 inhabit-
ants, and standson a gravelly table land, two
spurs of calearesus mountaing coming from the
rayzad ranzes morth ani South, which furm the
Valley of the Rio dol Sonora sepnrate the lat-
ter into two vast plaing, several miles in width,
Thz wostorn i3 that seamingly endless slope
towarls Tiburon islanl Tsolatedl and barren
moautaing dsfins the morth nnl the south, and
the Sonora river, maar lering through the cen-
tre may betraced for mainy 3 mile, not by a
volums of water as one would sappose from
the name of river, but by & broad belt of dry,
glarinz sand, linad with rows and groups of
eottonwon | trees, Outside of thess lines of
trees, sometimes on one or Lhe other side of the
river, we find the ecaltivatal portivns of this,
one of the best valleys of Sonora.  These lands
are a light alluvial deposit made by the summer
freshets of the river. Owing to the warm cli-
mate and irrigation, they produce well, as far
a3 the water will reach; as avery inch hae to
be irrigated to produce atall These bottoms
are seldom over hall a mile in width, butwhat
there is, has by hard work become a species of
poradise. There are luxuriant fields of fine
Sonors wheat, clover, corn, sugar cane, vines,
and otber agricultural products, intermixed
with groves of beautiful shade and fruit trees —
Oranges, lemons, limes, quinces, pomgranates,
palms, and other fruits produce well Plan-
tains, pine-npples, and the northern fruits grow
to advantage.

The eity itsell consists of brick and adobe
houses of the ngual Mexican style, but gener-
slly plastered and painted A fow arc two
stories high, with flat roofs and commonly sim-
ple exterior. They present no striking picture
when seen from one of the nearest hills, but the
many beautiful shade trees in their courtyards
and listle gardons, gives quite n refreshing ap-
pearanoce to that otherwise desolate, thirsty
country. Some of the houses in the centre of
the town are built in better taste than usual,
and quite o number are elegantly fitted up in-
side, Although possessing soms private houses
of great comfort and good style, we cannot say
as moch for those generally termed public build-
ings. The most conspicuons of these ia the old
mint, where money was never coined, and which
now is used for soldier's quarters. It looks
dreary and dimmed, grey with nge and weath-
er. Itisin perfect harmony with the decay of
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8till worse is the nppearance of the prinei- west, nlrendy noticed, and that of the east whic
pal church, » long, dark, barnlike adobe struc.
tore, with all kinds of “gingerbread work” in-
side and out. In better taste isa little chape’
near the eastern end of the town, ealled “El mnke it sublime. ‘The outlines of nature and

Carmen,” The prison and town hall on the !artare just seen, while the detail, so barren,

plaza ars simply one story houses with a little  dreary and desolate, is concealed in a mysteri- |

tower and clock. The “plaza” is about 100 ous distance.
yords square, anl is provided with seata where I

e
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The expense of living is remarkable, although

does not differ in appearance from the other,’ the fure nt the hotels is not equal to Delmon-
makes this one of the finest views wo ever be- ica's. They are generally kept by Frenchmen,

held. Nothiug is needed but a noble stream ™

i supposed to last from six months to & year.—

sometimes by Mexicans. Any establishment is
Then every one is insolvent,

This tendency to breaking is not caused by
the extravagant expenses of the landlord, or

A fow miles above tho town, the Sonora is | high prices of articles consumel by the board-
ons may spenl a pleasant hour in the evening joined by the stream called S8an Miguel River, | ers, but rather by the lack of consumers.

Mex-

beneath the thick folisge of fine oak treea.—  rising withina day's journey of the Presidio of | icans generally prefer to stay with some of their

On a summer's night, with a clear sky, a deli- Santa Cruz, near the American line.

Like | numerous relations, perhaps dating from Noab,

cious breeze from tha Galf, fragrant with the | most streams (called rivers!) in Sonors, it is | or some remote periol; anl foreigners, who are
odor of the orangs anl thousands of flowers onintermittant, unly, its waters rising to the | the men that spend ths cash, are bug few gen-
from the mauy surrounding gardens, an hour's : surface at times, but for the most part they are | erally.  Only at the annual excitement, when
lounge hero is well spent. After the sun sets | engulfed in the doep looss sands that fill the |it is either supposed by the boys that Sonora

and the hoat molorates, the plagais mush re- :hcds of the streams.  Along its margin above
sorted to by the aristocracy of thz town, and ;-llru some of the finest haciendas in Sonora, and
not sallom tha sounl of tha light gaitar is  the lands on the upper "part are cultivated by
mingled with the beautiful notes of the numer the braveand industrious Opata indians,

ous myking birls, that are parchalin thashad Having made at attempt at giving o general
ows of the fagrant leman andorange groves of | view of the city we can only add that Hermo-
the gaidons.  IFitisa pleasant place to pass sillois the great centre of the commerce of the
an evening it is far from hanlsom) inthe day- State. [Its position as o distribating point for
time. Thedryoll wlyhe buildings, church ani  all parts of the interior, especially to the mining

. 4 3 % . ¥ ¥ e |
prigon, the glaring sun, anlin sammer tha in- sections, i3 excellent, anl in consequence it

enie haat, makas tha eloel hoases far maru!h:u within a n comparatively short space of
comfortahle than the plaza. time, and withoat government support, become

Another public plaza is the Alemela, which | the prineipal commercial depot.  We find here
if not shamefully neglected, woull be s most [some very elogantly fitted up stores, and large
delightfal drive in daytims, the walks being | stocks of French and English goods. Stll, as
linel with rose-bushes. in Guaymas anl othar Spanish towns, these

With fow excaptions tha sirests ara narrow, | establishments do not give a fuir illustration of
a sma!l number pavel, but bally, There nre | the whole commercial transacttons of the place,
no sidawalks. The theatre, whara amateur nee | With 1ew exceptions the commarce is carried on
tors perform once or twice & week, is a large [ by Mexicans. Among the foreign houses those
roun:l three story building, not bal for a smalljofs M2ssrs. Octiz, Camoiu Beothars, Andrade,
city like Haorm sillo—without o roof, which tarea, anl Cortez are the principsl ones,
swers wall in th? sammear, but is rather cold in There are perhaps |5 Amaricans, 3 Germans,
the winter. The staze is small, the acting and | 2 few English, some Spanish, and some 50
music exses lingly primitive, owing to their con- | French residents, which number however, is
tinued aim at tha elasdic, instealof confining | continaally changing. Quite a number of the
themsslves to the light comedy, in which they | lattar are marsiel to black eyad senoritas, and
are not bad. live n- contented, if not luxurious, life.

Two eanals, ahout twalve feet wide by one in
depth, ran throuzh the whole lenzth of the town.
The water is used for ierigating, for milling
purposes, for washing and bathing in daytime,
and after the bustle of the day is over is used
by many for drinking and culinary purposes.
Then scores of dusky beauties, generally of In-
dian origin, are seen with their peculiar “ollas"
(earthern jars) on their heads, filled with water
for next day's use. Many families, howaver,
have wells. All the water in slightly impreg.
nated with alkali, but it is atill better than that
of Arizona. The climate. although eool in the |
winter, is exceasively hot in the summer, but |
it is very healthy ; no epidemics prevail,

Those of tha fureignars who are not mechants,
are mechanics, of a peculiar disposisvion gencr-
ally. They live easy, work light, take the world
as it is; are gonerally in hope of making a pile,
but do not stake their temporal and eternal
happiness to procure it, as we do. Who is the
wisest, I leave others to decide. There is one
thing certain, however: if they do not sacrifica
every thing to procure a pile, there is hardly an
instance known where one has been made. The
oldest inhabitant cannot recollect such a thing;
but they still go on as well as we do, with per-
haps this difference, which is, that they eat more
beans; that they use rel pepper to our black,
and dried beel to our salt horse, as Jack gener-

Of note, and of great beauty, when seen |ally calls it. He who don't like such fare and
from a distance, i3 the Campana or Bsll maun. | prospects, ought to go to annther hotel.
tain, near the centre of the city. This mann- |

tain ie washed by the Sonora river, and rises | soueteous and polite, no matter of what class ar
up above the plaza lika & gigantic pyramid, |

o = ) |'color they may be. It is difficult to say what
which it very mach resembles in shape. It is | ylo0d predominates, as far ax numbers are con-

The Mexican residents of Hermosillo are

propably 500 feet in height, consisting of eerned, but there is more of the white in it, as |

barren granular limestons, crests of which, of |, generally believed. Many are highly educa-
greéat beauty, crop out like combs along its |ted; some ot home, others in Mexico, the U,
slopes. Isolnted peaks, cragged with massive | gentes and Europe, but s great number of the
columns of threatening appearance, shoot up | lower class are principally in Californin. The
high from its sides, and ruins of them, hugc'pmp:g in general are of fur better disposition
fragments, surround the whole base. The loft- | yhan those of southern Mexico. At the fan-
iest of these peaks consists of an indescrimi- | danges and fiestas of the lower classes, they
nately piled up heap of rocks, in the intervals of | may get drunk at times, but they will hardly
which wild dogs, buzzards, owls, and reptiles | ovor have o riot or fight. If knives are dis-
have o home. played, they are generally wielded by runaway

From the top of the mountain the view is|convict soldiers, imported in the country by the
extensive and beautiful. The world of rugged | supreme government from Guadalaxara, Re-
mountain ranges everywhere, crowding, as it | volvors are never seen in the streets, noris it a
seems ot first sight, around Compana, like an | custom to go armed.  For the last five years 1
sssembly around their monarch—their out- | know of no murders committed in the city, nei-

has been parchased, or will be shortly, by old
U. 8, which has Leen the case for the last six
years, landlords do o good business. Americans
and others then flock in the country. They, at
first like the orange trees—the delicions aruma
in the sir—the casy manners of the people—ths
many pretty girls—even go so far as to approvo
of chili colorado and tortillos for n time, When,
however, the excitement ends in smoke, then
that eternal blue sky gets tiresome, and reminds
them of some very buad place, with which So-
nora is uot seldom compared. Misfortunes
never come along;--with the failure to buy So-
nora, is generally connected with a vacuity in
the portmonie, a1d the question is now, not how
and where to speculate, but how to get out.of
the country, in double quick time, before the
Inst Inst eagle takes its flight. Hard times is
then coming. The excitement and throng of
human beings over, the landlords hold out a
little longer, and break. This is no joke. It is
o question of time only, influenced by the
amount of eapital or credit, o hotel is started
with. There are other novelties, perhaps, but
they present no great attraction. At times a
strolling hand of bull-ighters will exhibit in the
outskirts of the town, bot the bulls being gener-
ally emaciate ], poor, miserabla davils, they hy
far do not present that interest as those fights
of our bullies at home,

The social state is deplorable. The continual
revolutions have sown distrust in the very heart
of family life,  All friendly intercourse has been
destroyed. The piano, harpand guitar, which
formerly invited the neighbors and friends to
joy and happiness, bave ceased to ring, or they
only send meluncholy through the halls where
they formerly only sent foth the tunes of Straus,
and other veterans of the waltz,

Such is Hermoasillo: and I only regret that I
cannot adJ statistics of its agricultural produc-
tions, and of cther matters, at present, that
esuld be relied upon, HE

Tre Mavsano Rivre—We learn that Lt Col.
Roberts, of the Mounted Riflemen, U. 8. A, ona
of the best shots in tho service, has recently
been trying the new Maynard rifle, and pro-
nonnces it the best gun in the world for horse.
men, 1le fired ten shots with ita distance of
858 yards, and put eigln of his ten bullets inan
oak tree, penetrating it, at that great distance,
quite two inches, and this, too, with n charge of
but forty grains of U. 8. rifle powder.

Digss saw a note lying on the grouud, but
knew that it was a counterfeit, and walked on
without picking it up. He told Smithers the
story, when the latter said:

“Do you know, Digga, you have committed
a very grave affence '

“ Why, what have I done ?'

" You have pnssed a counterfeit bill, kmowing
it to be such,” said Smithers, without a smile,
and fled.

We have the last conundrum: “If Sickles is
s murderer, what is Butterworth 7' Some one
terprising grocer is expected to reply, “twenty-
two cents a pound.”
T — v —ee

Men of the noblest souls find themselves b

lines althongh wild in the extreme tinged | ther are stores broken open, but thieving of & | piest when their fellow men share that bappi-
\nul with them,

with a soft blue, encompassing the plain to the | trifling natare occurs at times.




